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NIGHT SKY PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS

* Dress warmly to combat the cool island nights.

*  Embrace patience.

* Use a Tripod: Stability is crucial for night sky photography. A tripod will keep your camera steady during long
exposures, preventing any movement that can blur images of the stars.

* Remote Shutter Release or Timer: When pressing the shutter button, use a remote shutter release or the camera's
built-in timer to avoid camera shake.

* Manual Focus: Auto-focus often fails in low-light conditions. Set your lens to manual and focus on a bright star or
planet to ensure sharp images.

* Wide Aperture and Slow Shutter: Opt for a lens with a wide aperture (low f-stop number) to let in as much light as
possible. A slower shutter speed allows for more prolonged exposure, capturing more starlight. Be mindful to
avoid star trails unless that's your intention.

* Low ISO to Reduce Noise: Keep your ISO as low as possible to minimize grain, though you may need to increase it
slightly in extremely dark environments.

* Rule of 500: To prevent star trails, a rough guide uses the "Rule of 500" - divide 500 by your lens's focal length to
determine the maximum exposure time before stars start to streak.

e Shoot in RAW: Shooting in RAW format preserves maximum image data, giving you more flexibility during post-
processing to adjust the exposure, contrast, and colours.

* Experiment with Composition: Include interesting foreground elements like trees, mountains, or reflections in a
body of water to add depth and context to your night sky images.

e With patience and practice, night sky photography can yield breathtaking results, turning moments spent under
the celestial sphere into lasting memories.

Much like the romans, greeks and indigenous peoples, many cultures on Earth have their own understandings of the
stars and legends. All we have to do is look up into the sky, and an infinite number of stories are revealed.

TERMS

Atchakosuk - The spirit lights up above | Atayokewina - Sacred Stories | Ahkoop Atchakosuk - Blanket of stars

Source: All information, above referenced from Wilfred Buck, member of the Opaskwayak Cree Nation of Northern Manitoba. Wilfred works for the
Manitoba First Nations Education Resource Centre as a Science Specialist. He has a bachelor's and post-baccalaureate degree from the University of
Manitoba along with 15 years as a seasoned educator.




UPCOMING STAR EVENTS

JULY 10
Buck Moon — Named for the time when male deer grow new antlers.

JULY 29-30
Southern Delta Aquariids — Expect up to 25 meteors per hour under dark skies.

AUGUST 9
Sturgeon Moon — Traditionally associated with the abundant fishing of sturgeon
in North American lakes.

AUGUST 12-13
Perseids — One of the most popular meteor showers, though visibility may be
affected by an 84% full moon.

SEPTEMBER 7
Harvest Moon — The full moon closest to the autumnal equinox, providing extra
light for farmers harvesting crops.

SEPTEMBER 21
Partial Solar Eclipse — A portion of the sun will be obscured by the moon; ensure
you have proper eye protection to view this safely.

OCTOBER 6
Hunter's Moon — A supermoon, appearing larger and brighter than usual.

DECEMBER 4
Cold Moon — The final supermoon of the year, marking the onset of winter.
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AT-HOME TOOLKIT

If you're new to night sky observation, starting with a good pair of binoculars can
significantly enhances your experience. As your passion deepens, consider
investing in a quality telescope to bring distant galaxies and nebulae into view. To
make the most of your stargazing sessions, don't forget a comfortable chair or
mat for extended viewing, a warm blanket, and a red-light flashlight to navigate
the darkness without disrupting your night vision.
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RECOMMENDED PHONE & TABLET APPS

Star Walk 2
SkyView
Star Chart
SkySafari
SkyWiki




